CHAPTER   XI
THE MUNICIPAL ACT OF  1888
1887-1888
IN an earlier part of this work, the violent controversy which raged
in the seventies over the question of reforms in the municipal
administration of Bombay, has been dealt with at some length. We
have seen how courageously Pherozeshah stood up in defence of a
regime discredited on almost all hands, and how sagaciously he
pointed out the defects in the system and the right remedy for them.
Ridiculed and abused, as most men who are ahead of their times are,
he had ultimately the satisfaction of seeing the broad lines of the
constitution he had chalked out adopted in the Municipal Act of
1872. Under that constitution worked by some of the best minds in
the City, its administration had made remarkable progress in every
direction. With the lapse of time, however, the necessity for a more
uniform and progressive enactment was felt, and ever since the
publication of Lord Bipon's memorable resolution on local self-
government, the Corporation had made various representations to
Government from time to time, in the drawing up of which
Pherozeshah had taken a leading part.
After various schemes had been discussed and rejected, including
a draft Bill providing for a system of executive committees, which
was referred to the Corporation for criticism, and which that body
condemned as a reversion to an unsound principle, Government
introduced the long-looked for Bill in the Legislative Council on
16 July 1887. It was the result of the joint labours of Mr. Nay lor,
the Legal Remembrancer, and Mr. (afterwards Sir) Charles Ollivant,
the Municipal Commissioner, who, during his temporary absence in
England in 1883, had been deputed by the Corporation to study the
systems of municipal government in existence in Great Britain. In
the Council, the only Indian of outstanding merit, before the Bill
was introduced, was Mr. Telang, and to strengthen the popular
element on that body, and to secure the requisite knowledge and
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